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provides convincing evidence on this point. During these years, the elderly, the nonwhite, the female, and the disabled all experienced access to positions from which they had, up to that time, been excluded. Last, but not least, resistance to the entry of new workers is minimized when established workers do not have to fear for their jobs. For all these reasons, one of the greatest contributions to improving the position of women and of other disadvantaged groups is low unemployment.
Marital and Childbearing Patterns The decision whether, when, and whom to marry, and whether to have children, are matters that should be left within the private sphere. But as indicated earlier, government policies nonetheless impinge on these decisions directly or indirectly, purposefully or inadvertently. There have been laws regarding marriage and divorce, as well as birth control and abortion, and neither the tax structure nor welfare programs have been neutral with regard to different life-styles. To some extent this is inevitable. Policies aimed at fulfilling one goal, such as protecting the right of children to a decent opportunity for developing their potential, conflict with other goals, such as the parents' right to make decisions for their children or equity between families with and without children. Therefore, compromises are inevitable. Careful research before introducing new policies or relatively small-scale experiments before introducing a full-blown program should be helpful in learning more about their costs and benefits, and both should be spelled out clearly.
(1)    In order to enable people to choose their marital status and living arrangements freely, the government should avoid setting up undue obstacles to, or imposing penalties on, marriage, divorce, the cohabitation of unmarried individuals, or extended families.48
(2)    Benefits to be received from the government should not be contingent on marital status. Thus for instance, provisions against payment of aid to dependent children when the mother is married need to be questioned. Similarly, Social Security rules providing that a widow who remarries loses some of her benefits should be reconsidered.
(3)    In order to make childbearing voluntary, information on and availability of birth control should be encouraged. This is desirable not only because individuals should be free to choose in these matters, but also because there is reason to believe that desired children are least likely to be neglected, abused, or both. Incidentally, such children are
4S It is a little-known fact that local ordinances frequently limit their definition of family to more or less its nuclear form.-earner families would surely be great and probably influential. They would particularly emphasize the plight of those who could no longer afford a full-time homemaker and ignore the fact that such families presently do not carry their fair share of the burden of public expenses. A second problem is the difficulty of measuring the value of nonmarket output for each family.ry data.om these sources reduced to such an extent that it would amo a 100 percent tax rate. Obviously, their situation would be entirely different from tl used in our example.ng the stomach. If she does well, life will be more pleasant for the family,
